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Aleksandra Joksimović
Fakultet likovnih umetnosti, Univerzitet umetnosti u Beogradu
Faculty of Fine Arts, University of Arts, Belgrade

Art at school for the purpose of 
personal, social and cultural 
development

In view of the fact that modern schools are focused 
on results and achievement in tests of mathemat-
ics, natural sciences or mother tongue and foreign 
languages, and knowing that the importance and the 
“efficiency” of art is difficult or impossible to meas-
ure, especially by standardized tests, there is a con-
stant danger of distancing art from schools or reduc-
ing its role in general education. This is why there is 
a constant need to prove that art has the potential 
to improve achievement in “main” subjects. In this 
process, the role of art in overall personal develop-
ment, as well as its educational and developmental 
role, remains unnoticed.

This paper presents the findings of theoreticians 
who deem that the main argument for art to be in-
cluded in compulsory education is its essential (in-
ner) value, i.e., the fact that it is valuable in itself. 
According to these theoreticians, the importance 
of educational outcomes in the field of art educa-
tion should not be hidden and justified, nor should 
it be in the shadow of art as an instrument for ac-
complishing other educational goals or academic 
achievements. Statements that the transfer of artis-
tic contents and methods to other school subjects is 
valuable, come from those who actually deny or fail 
to understand the benefit of art in its own right. It is 
considered that art constitutes a significant segment 
of culture and that education without art would be 
largely undermined and impoverished, thus leading 
to the weakening of society. 

Keywords: art, art education, culture, school 

Translated by Aleksandra Marković

Umetnost u školi u funkciji razvoja 
pojedinca, društva i kulture

S obzirom na to da su savremene škole fokusirane 
na rezultate i postignuća na testovima iz matema-
tike, prirodnih nauka ili maternjeg i stranih jezika, 
a kako je značaj i „efikasnost“ umetnosti teško ili 
nemoguće meriti, naročito standardizovanim testo-
vima, postoji stalna opasnost da se umetnost udalji 
iz škola, ili da se umanji njen udeo u opštem obrazo-
vanju. Zbog toga postoji kontinuirana potreba da se 
dokazuje mogućnost uticaja umetnosti na poboljša-
nje dostignuća iz „glavnih“ predmeta. U tom procesu 
ostaje nezapažena uloga umetnosti u razvoju celoku-
pne ličnosti, njena vaspitna i razvojna uloga.

U radu predstavljamo nalaze teoretičara koji smatra-
ju da je glavni argument za zastupljenost umetnosti 
u obaveznom obrazovanju, zapravo njena suštinska 
(unutrašnja) vrednost, to što je vredna sama po 
sebi. Prema njihovom mišljenju, značaj vaspitnih i 
obrazovnih ishoda u polju umetničkog obrazovanja 
ne treba da bude prikrivan i opravdavan, niti u senci 
umetnosti kao instrumenta za postizanje drugih ci-
ljeva obrazovanja, odnosno akademskih postignuća. 
Izjave poput onih da je dragocen transfer sa umet-
ničkih sadržaja i metoda na druge školske predmete, 
daju oni koji zapravo negiraju ili ne shvataju korist od 
umetnosti po sebi. Smatra se da je umetnost bitan 
deo kulture, da je obrazovanje bez umetnosti u veli-
koj meri oslabljeno i osiromašeno i da kao takvo vodi 
slabljenju društva.

Ključne reči: umetnost, umetničko obrazovanje, kul-
tura, škola.
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