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Bronze Age Funerary Practice in the Western Morava Basin 

 

Summary 

 

 Defined by the flow of the river and its tributaries, the region of the Western 

Morava basin represents a natural connection between western and central Serbia, which in 

wider sense links the Dinarides of the western Balkans and the Morava Vardar route. A 

significant number of funeral sites originate from the Bronze Age, and they are mostly 

concentrated in the northern part of this area, while the settlements are rare and 

insufficiently known despite very intensive field surveys. During several decades of the 

intensive research, a significant amount of the material was collected from the necropolises, 

which provided an opportunity to reconsider the previous attitudes and knowledge, 

especially the ones regarding some recent archeological research and the ones compared to 

the contemporaneous analysis from the neighboring regions. 

Examining the different types of the necropolises used through the various phases of 

the Bronze Age, we can infer that the barrows are always noticed in the northern part of the 

Western Morava basin bordered by the  valley. Downstream of Kraljevo, the basic 

concept is rather different, primarily due to the fact that flat necropolises were used without 

preserving any grave mark, thus hindering their identification. This type of necropolis 

distribution has remained almost unchanged during the whole period of the Bronze Age 

development, which consequently has provided a reliable opportunity to define a bordering 

are  

The basic concept for the material systematization has been primarily determined by 

the necropolis type, and the following characteristics  type of material, shape, decoration 

and function, whereby the material traces of the executed rituals that followed the funeral 

were not omitted. The characteristics, amount and place of finding of the material traces 



could have been reconstructed through the comparison of the antique sources and the 

regional ethnography. 

As regards chronological and cultural determination of the necropolises, the basic 

method has been typological stylistic analysis and the comparison of the material from the 

neighboring area. Thus, the regions from which the cultural influence spread, the 

possibilities of the exchange and the extent of the local production were determined. The 

special emphasis has been put on local characteristics which clearly distinguish the Western 

Morava basin from bigger cultural centers in which the most intensive cultural interaction 

took place, which primarily refers to area to the north of the rivers Sava and 

Danube.Mislim da ovako treba . 

After basic systematization according to the necropolis type (barrow or flat 

necropolises), further analyses were carried out within three basic and successive 

chronological phases  Early, Middle and Late Bronze Age, thus determining its cultural 

affiliation as well. The analyses confirmed that during the Early Bronze Age the 

concentration of the burials only appeared under the mounds in the northern part of the 

burial customs are still obscure.  An unreliable finding from Aleksinac surroundings should 

not be taken into consideration. The characteristics of burying and the accompanying 

material culture from the northern, mountainous part of the Western Morava basin fit into 

the cultural circle of the -Bela Crkva group, and expand its distribution area as 

compared to the previous results.  The immense concentration of the graves of this cultural 

group has been noticed in the northern area of the Western Morava basin, whereby the 

special emphasis can be given to a horizon of cist graves.  The other sepulchral forms are 

quite uneven, and their relative - chronological position is still impossible to determine due 

Bela 

Crkva group was roughly estimated in the 2nd half of the III millennium B.C.   

The beginning of the II millennium B.C. brings some surprising facts: a settlement 

horizon belonging to the group - Bubanj Hum IV  Ljuljaci was defined, and it continued 



its cultural development during the following centuries on the sites in Ostra and Ljuljaci, 

whereas the graves belonging to this one, or a cultural group that parallelly existed there 

have not been found yet. Therefore, spreading of this group is supposed to cause the 

 Bela Crkva to the west of the Jelica mountain and to prolong its 

lifespan parallelly with these settlements.  

 Bearing in mind the constant cultural interaction between the northern part 

of the Western Morava basin and the area to the north of the rivers Sava and Danube, it is 

important to emphasize the fact that parallel phenomena did not occur in the beginning of 

the II millennium B.C., especially in ceramic production and it is mainly caused by 

deficiency of the Vatin and incrusted pottery cultures. Furthermore, a very persisting 

survival of an ancient, autochthonous group from western Serbia with a stable and 

unaltered cultural expression is considered to hinder the penetration of these cultures 

towards the south. 

 The Middle Bronze Age covers significantly larger number of excavated 

graves within several necropolises, which were often buried into the ancient mounds from 

the Early Bronze Age. The mounds are still characteristic for the northern part of the area, 

while flat necropolises with the incinerated deceased buried in the ceramic urns appear in 

the southern part. According to the characteristics of sepulchral ritual and small findings, 

the graves from the southern part can be related to the development of the older phase of 

the 

the general picture of cultural development of the Middle Bronze Age typical for Western 

Serbia and the the West-Serbian variant of 

the Vatin group. The altered term was proposed for this cultural development, titled the 

West-Serbian group of the Middle Bronze Age. Taking into consideration very weak and 

rare cultural interaction with original area of the Vatin culture established probably during 

the time of its disintegration, the following can be inferred - the West-Serbian group did not 

have to tie to the Vatin, but to the territory of Srem, where from very strong cultural 

influences of the Tumulus and the Bel  These cultures were present in 

the region from the middle of the II millennium B.C..  



The Late Bronze Age is represented by small amount of findings in relation to the 

previous phases, which is regarded as the result of insufficient level of investigation. 

Basically, the polarization of the Western Morava basin is confirmed in terms of different 

pattern of funerary practice. In the northern part, strong influences from Srem are still 

 Gava culture developed. Nevertheless, the 

persistent maintenance of the autochthonous component representing necropolis from 

of incineration in the huge flat necropolises with urns (Urnfield), is highly significant. 

Observing the Western Morava basin as a unique geomorphologic unit, it is 

necessary to notice its cultural disunity during the whole development of the Bronze Age. 

The cultural disunity is particularly evident in various principles of the funerary customs 

the 

valley, that is particularly significant and it speaks volumes about very strong and persistent 

autochthonous component in western and central Serbia through the whole II millenium 

B.C..  

Key words: Western Morava basin, Bronze Age, funerary practice, grave inventory, grave 

architecture, cultural and chronological determination. 

Scientific field: archeology 

Narrow scientific field: prehistoric archeology 
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